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Image 2. Excavations of E. Milleker on the site of Vatin - Bela Image 3. Excavations of E Milleker on the site of Vatin - Bela
Bara (sector Al, Lok I & II). In the background the railroad Bara (sector Al, Lok I & II). Felix Milleker in the central part
embankment and earthen tumulus of the image sitting on a sand pile
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RESEARCH, PRESERVATION AND PRESENTATION OF BANAT HERITAGE: CURRENT STATE AND LONG TERM STRATEGY

Revisionary research of the site Vatin - Bela Bara
Dragan B. Jovanovic
City Museum Vrsac

Daria Grossman
Branko Music¢
Predrag Novakovic
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Abstract: Vatin Culture is one of the most important phenomena of the early and middle Bronze Age on the Balkans.
The history of its studies begins at the end of the late nineteenth century works of the curator of the City Museum
in Vrsac, Felix Milleker at the site of Bela Bara, near the village Vatin. The review of research on the site began in
2010 in cooperation with the Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Philosophy in Ljubljana. The main emphasis
was placed on the use of non-invasive archaeological prospection methods, which involve the systematic screening
of surface, subsurface prospection, geophysical research, prospection from the air, as well as various other methods
that can provide relevant information.
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The village of Vatin is situated 16 km north of Vrsac
near the border with Romania. It has been set up at the
western end of an elongated sand dune at the mouth
of the river Moravica into the marshland Veliki Rit,
which represents the eastern region of the Great Itebej
Depression, known as Alibunar wetlands. This part of the
coast was formed in late Pleistocene by sedimentation of
fine grained clastics, which largely contributed to its cur-
rent form. To the north of the village there is a prominent
loess terrace at the foot of which the modern settlement
has been set up, with all the features of planned villages in
Vojvodina. Vatin was first mentioned in written sources

from 1333 when there was a parish in the village (Milleker
F. 2005: 111). The streets are arranged in a lattice pat-
tern, and almost all the houses are placed in three paral-
lel streets oriented east-west, while the crossing streets
serve only as passages (Curci¢ 2004: 252).

In the 19" century sand exploitation began at differ-
ent locations in the village and the surrounding area re-
sulting in the first recorded archaeological finds. The first
such account made by Pavel Kengelc, the Archimandrite
of the Vojlovica Monastery (bapauku 1971: 281) dates
from 1804. The next, more concrete datum dates from
1856 when the local contractor Vasa Bogic, wishing to
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excavate the sand, partially damaged the central part ofa
barrow on the right side of the river Moravica. Realizing
that it was not a geological formation, Bogic suspended
sand excavation ﬁvlille er B. 1905: 3), but the two big pits
can be still seen at the top of the barrow. Starting from
the spring of 1893 Felix Milleker, the curator of the Town
Museum Vrgac actively monitored the works in Watin and
the growing number of artifacts of different ages started
arriving to the Museum. Mileker turned the attention
of the expert public to this site by his numerous reports
and presentations and in autumn of 1983, in collag::ra-
tion with Istvan Patzner, chief secretary of the Historical
and Museum Society of the Southern Hungary, started
some minor archaeological excavations east of the vil-
lage, in the area of Bela Bara. According to Milleker's
account, the site covers an area of over 2 km, stretching
from the centre of the village towards the east and run-
ning along the northern wetlands edge/coast (Milleker
B. 1905: 4). In the period from 1893 to 1898, Milleker
visited the site in Vatin 57 times (Milleker B.1905: 2),
performing some smaller scale digging of archaeologi-
cal objects or simply bought them up from the villagers
and noted the place and circumstances of the discov-
ery. Already at that time a considerable number of ar-
tifacts from Vatin ended up in private collections and
in museums in Timisoara, Szeged and Budapest. Until
1905 Milleker conducted excavations in more than 20
campaigns, controlling simultanesously work on the ex-
ploitation of sand which had destroyed much of the ar-
chaeological site. In the late fifties of the 20 century, the
works on sand excavation were briefly restored, therefore
some smaller scale protective research was done at dif-
ferent locations in the village and the area of Bela Bara,
which among other things resulted in discovery of 17
skeletal tombs of the Sarmatian origin (Bapauxm 1960:
129, Bapaukn 1971: 288).

Based on Milleker's descriptions, situation on the
field and also according to the accounts of the villag-
ers, it is possible to provide only a general presentation
of the Vatin site at the moment. It should be borne in
mind that, in the midst of the excavations, Milleker pub-
lished reports on them only on annual basis, therefore
the descriptions of the site itself were larpely influenced

by the current results. Perhaps the greatest misunder-
standing and confusion has, to this day, been aroused by
his (Milleker B. 1905: 4) description and size of the site
according to which the locality is almost 2 km long. We
are of the opinion that in order to resolve these issues, it
is important to point to a few very important facts, which
have never been taken into serious consideration. First
of all, it should be said that Milleker defined the size of
the site solely on the basis of the finds from open sand
pits. The peripheral finds from the eastern and western
side, according to which he defined the length of the lo-
cality, belong to tombs of different cultural groups and
periods of history. The cultural layer in the most part of
the site does not exceed 1 meter and it can be conclud-
ed, on the basis of Milleker’s notes, that the majority of
artifacts belonging to different cultures come from the
depth of 50 to 120 cm (Milleker B.1905: 4-7). There are
other numerous doubts and uncertainties that follow
the eponimic site, but also the very Vatin Culture as it
is defined today. A special problem is the fact that the
site has mostly been destroyed, even though the degree
of the devastation has never been precisely established.
The result of this is that the site has never been catego-
rised, therefore it does not enjoy legal protection. An
outstanding collection of over 15,000 objects originating
from this locality, has never had nearly as much scien-
tific and museological importance as it deserves. It can
be concluded that Vatin, apart from the name, practicaly
did not provide any significant contribution in defining
the culture which is named after it.

The City Museum Vrsac started in 2010 multi-
disciplinary revision research in Vatin, putting spe-
cial emphasis on the use of non-destructive methods.
Archaeology Department of the Faculty of Philosophy
in Ljubljana has been included in the research from the
very beginning, while other experts in different fields
will take part in the project later. Starting from the as-
sumption that the major part of the site has been de-
molished, the main idea was to collect as much relevant
information as possible in order to establish the exact
location and size of the site, degree of devastation, strati-
graphic picture and presence of cultural manifestations,
zones of potential agricultural activities, sedimentation

processes, palecenvironment, etc. In order to ensure a
successful realization of the task, it is necessary to ex-
pand the area of research beyond the set limits, to the
wider surrounding area of Vatin. For easier orientation
and record keeping the site has initially been divided
into three sectors designated A1, A2 and A3, and sub-
sequently designated sectors of A4 and A6, Sector Al
covers the area between the road Vriac-Vatin and the
left bank of the river Moravica. On the west, its border
is the railroad and an arbitrary border has been drawn
in the north, in the line with the river bend, while to
the east, the boundary runs along the edge of the old
sand mine which is now heavily wooded. Sector A2 in-
cludes the northern part of the village, from the Main
Street to Granicarska Street, while the sector A3 covers
the southern part of the village to the river Moravica.
Sector A4 comprises the area south of the river Moravica
and to the west from the railroad. AS sector covers the
area south of the paved/asphalt road where it is bor-
dered by the railroad on the west and a poultry farm
on the east. Sector A6 has been subsequently separated
and it takes up the area to the east of the poultry farm,
while the asphalt road Vriac-Vatin makes its north-
ern and eastern boundary. The last three sectors (A4-
A6) do not have strictly defined boundaries towards
the south, i.e. towards the swampy land. The locations
where surface and subsurface prospection have been
performed were marked by numerical Roman numbers
(Loc. I-IX). Whenever it was possible (if the field con-
ditions allowed it), different methods of both surface
and subsurface prospection methods were combined
on the same location.

Archaeological research carried out in 2010 and 2011
included the following non-intrusive forms of archaeo-
logical survey: a systematic surface exploration, a sys-
tematic subsurface exploration, geophysical soil testing,

nonsystematic sampling and checking for vegetation
signs on aerial photographs. Two control archaeologi-
cal probes were opened in 2011, on peripheral parts of
the Bela Bara site.

Surface and subsurface prospection

During the 2010 and 2011 campaign, surface and sub-
surface exploration was carried in the sector Al-locations
I to V and sector A6-locations VI to IX. The systematic
exploration included collection of archaeological mate-
rial within the geo-positioned square grid containing 4 x
4 m squares marked in a chessboard pattern. Collection
in the squares was done individually and within a lim-
ited period of time.

Unsystematic collection of surface materials was per-
formed on those surfaces that due to the configuration
or vegetation were not suitable for the systematic gath-
ering in a square network. In cases where circumstances
allowed it, the collection was also done in plowed fur-
rows on the surfaces planted with corn.

In implementation of both methods the visibility filter
was used for control. 'We used a four-grade scale for sur-
face visibility within the field of investigation: 0 - area under
dense iomn, visibility, 1 — partially visible ground.
2 ﬁsibg'i'n:g.r greaﬁhan 50%, 3 — aF:—tT of good visibility.

The systematic subsurface exploration included con-
trol drilling by @200 mm prop bore, to 550 mm depth.
The content of the soil obtained in such drilling was care-
fully examined for archaeological finds. The wells were
lecated in geo-referential grid 16 x 16, or 20 x 20m. There
were 120 such wells tested.

Control sections were opened at the edges of old
sand mines and in parts of the river embankment, in or-
der to establish the stratigraphic picture and identify any
changes that may have arisen due to the exploitation of
sand (Grossman 2010; Movakovic, Milavec 2011).
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| 1ZVOR google earth imageb. The position of the sand processing plant on the site of Bela Bar¥atimd



| AERIJALNI SNIMCI SAQRH h ~ Y L |

prednice

| 1ZVOR google earth image6. The position of the sand processing plant on the site of Bela Bars(aim



| AERIJALNI SNIMCI SASRH h ~ Y L |

| 1ZVOR Google earth- image7. The position of the sand processing plant on the site of Bela Bar¥atimd
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| 1ZVOR Google earth- image8. A Theposition of the sand processing plant on the site of Bela Bard/atid
| 1ZVOR Google earth- image9. BThe position of the sand processing plant on the site of Bela Barg(atird
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wetlands, which most probably has
not beenturned into a fertile land 1
because of the poogualityand high:
ground water. The satellite images|
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1
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unsystematicallglone by sampling. in
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formation, with diameter of about 45
m, four pieceof housepaneling
were found, which indicates to thej
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