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1 - Why was Oedipus the one who solved the
riddle of the Sphinx?

"What walks on four feet in the morning, two in the
afternoon and three at night?"

Oedipus answered, "man: as an infant, he crawls on
all fours; as an adult, he walks on two legs and in old
age he uses a walking stick."

Oedipus was able to answer the riddle because his
own name, which means 'swollen foot', was given
because he had a problem with his feet when he was
an infant:

"After the death of Amphion, Laius was raised to the
throne. He married the daughter of Ménoiceus,
called Jocasta by some, Epikaste by others. A divine
oracle had warned the couple not to have a child
because if they had a son, he would murder his
father and marry his mother. When a son was born
to them, he was given to a shepherd, who was told to
expose him, after having pierced his ankles with
thorns. However, after the shepherd left him alone in
the Kithairon, he was found by the herdsmen of
Polybus, King of Corinth, who took him to the
Queen, Periboea (Merope). She decided to raise him
as her son and, after having treated his wounds, gave
him the name Oedipus (“Swollen Foot”), because of
the oedema in his feet.”



“Swollen Foot” recognized his identity in the riddle
of the feet. Oedipus sees man in the problem of feet:
it is no enigma to him.

In De ’Ancien Monde :
paragraph 1.1, note 3 chapter 1, paragraph 7.11.
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2 - Why did the Flood only occur once?

“I establish my covenant with you, that never again
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood,
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.”

Legends of the Deluge that destroyed the world are
in the unconscious foetal memory of the prenatal
breaking of the amniotic sac. This deluge of waters
occurs only once in the life of a human being: hence,
the Flood.

De [I’Ancien Monde, 1.88.
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3 - Why did only one person survive the
Flood?

“But only Noah found favour in the eyes of
Yaweh.”*

“The memory of a great Flood exists among many
peoples, sharing the same essential themes of a
destruction of the human race and a single family or
couple saved from disaster in an ark and repopula-
ting the earth.” In most of these stories, one new
being is born.

The ark represents a foetal memory of the membrane
that accompanies the infant during the process of
birth; this is symbolized by the « repopulation of the
earth ».

De I’Ancien Monde, 1.40, 1.9, 1.53, 1.54.

1 - The New Jerusalem Bible Genesis 6:9, English Translation
of La Bible de Jérusalem.
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4 - Why did the light and the sun appear after
the Flood?

“In America, the entire population of the Murato
Indians was eliminated by the Flood; only one
Murato man, who was able to climb to the top of the
highest of the pifayo palms, escaped this disaster. In
his arboreal refuge, he was surrounded by shadows
because light had ceased to exist.”

The flooded world is one of shadows.

“When the Goddess of difficult childbirth, Eileithyia,
led him into the light, he saw the rays of the sun.”

The light and the sun appeared after the flood of
amniotic fluid in which the child was born.

De I’Ancien Monde, 1.45, 1.46, 1.47, 1.84.
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5 - Why can’t Dwarves endure daylight?

According to Nordic legends, dwarves cannot
endure the light of day. Therefore, the dwarf Alviss
was turned into stone at sunrise because “a dwarf
can not endure light”.

“At the bottom of the world, underground, far from
light, live the dwarves. Their generic name, dvergr
(in the singular) signifies ‘contorted’ and also refers
to the position of the” foetus.

Only one sort of dwarf can survive light; a new-born
infant who is no longer a dwarf because his body
will grow larger.

“Today Eileithyia, Goddess of difficult childbirth,
will bring forth a man into the light.”

De [I’Ancien Monde, 6.26, 6.27, notes 2.195, 6.54.
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6 - Why, after the Flood, were people able to
nourish themselves with the leaves of plants
and the flesh of animals?

“For as long as the world exists, sowing, harvesting,
cold and hot weather, summer and winter, day and
night will also exist.”

Genesis thus describes a life unknown to the foetus;
human beings only know it after birth.

Also, after the Flood, just as after birth, human
beings nourished themselves with animal flesh and
plants; the hero creator Apanchi brought forth edible
plants for Shapras of the second generation; the
Persian, Yima the Just, taught men how to use meat
and established the solar calendar, etc.

De [’Ancien Monde, 1.89.
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7 - Why did Noah immediately plant a vine
after disembarking from the Ark?

Scarcely had he left the Ark, than "Noah began to
plant a vine".

The whole planet had been submerged under
devastating waves, and only Noah and his family
were left, and yet we are told that the first thing
he did when he left the Ark was to plant a vine.

"In the time of Deucalion, you must realise that the
vine and all the other plants and trees of the world
had been destroyed by the great Deluge.”

The vine represents the umbilical cord, or rather the
vascular network of the foetal umbilical-placental
system.

At birth, "immediately after leaving the Ark", "the
opening of the pulmonary circulation and the
interruption of the umbilical bloodstream

causes changes to the pressure and flow".

The vascular and circulatory system of the newborn
automatically assures the child's independent
survival, "Noah began by planting a vine", and the
baby "stretches, loosens and with effort engages” an
independent circulatory system.

De I'Ancien Monde, 1.91, 1.92, 2.62, note 1.134.
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8 - Why did the god Osiris travel the world
teaching men how to plant grapevines?

"The Egyptians believe that the god who bears the
name Osiris among them is the Bacchus of the
Greeks. According to their mythology, this God
travelled the world and taught men how to cultivate
the vine; eventually, in recognition of his good
works he was granted eternal life, to popular
acclaim.”

Osiris represents the foetus, perceived thus as
developing its vascular network, "the vine"; the body
of the foetus and the placenta to which it is attached
by the umbilical cord being "the whole world" of the
foetal system.

The circulatory system, "la vigne", developed in the
embryo and the placenta - "the whole world™ -

assures the foetus "eternal” circulation of the blood,
the "immortality"” of Osiris.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.62, note 1.134.
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9 - Why was Osiris thrown into the Nile in
an oblong box, the exact size of his body?

The God Osiris was put in an oblong box, the exact
size of his body; cast into the Nile, the coffer drifted
to the coast of Phoenicia, where it floated ashore.

Like the Ark (refer back to Question 3) the oblong
box represents the amniochorionic membrane.
This membrane enfolds the foetus; it is exactly the
same proportions as its body.

"Cast into Nile" represents the "diluvial" waters of
the amniotic fluid that accompany birth.

"The coast of Phoenicia, where it floated ashore™:
the child is born (cf. Latin, nasci, to be born; Arabic,
nashr, resurrection, etc.).

De I'Ancien Monde, note 1.123.
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10 - Why did Osiris have no phallus when he
was thrown into the Nile?

According to a native Australian legend, "as Wuraka
was walking along the bottom of the ocean to reach
the Coburg Peninsula, his head appeared above the
waves. He was the companion of Imberombera, the
mother creator, and his penis was so heavy that he
had to wrap it round his neck".

"At the bottom of the ocean" represents being within
the uterus. Wuraka represents the foetus and the
"penis wrapped round his neck" is the umbilical cord.

According to an Egyptian legend, the body of the
God Osiris was cut up into pieces, which were scat-
tered in the Nile; his wife Isis found all pieces, apart
from his penis, which had been swallowed by a fish:
like the umbilical cord, which disappears at birth.

All ithypallic personages probably represent the
foetus and its umbilical cord.

De I'Ancien Monde, note 3.198.
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11 - Why does the Tree of Life appear in
almost all mythologies?

On the subject of the placenta, embryologists speak
of "the branches of the umbilical blood vessels", of
"the villous trees"”, and of “the villous tree of the
placenta”. "The villi form a tree, creating numerous
small branches”, "The villi proliferate to form the
placenta™; “the villi form a tree", "the villi become a
densely-branched tree", the specialists tell us.

The placenta is structured like a tree, the trunk of
which is the umbilical cord, carrying life to the
foetus. It is the Tree of Life, present in many legends,
just as the placenta is is omnipresent in the uterine
life.

The foetus cannot imagine any other universe than
that in which it lives; its world is the entire universe.
Thus, from this Tree of Life which supports the
world, and from the placenta which enfolds the
foetus, of which the branches are the blood vessels
and the villi, are built the whole universe, and the
foetal universe.

De I'Ancien Monde, 2.16 to 2.41.
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12 - Why is it said of the tree Yggdrasil
"no-one knows from whence its roots run"?

Yggdrasil is the Tree of Life in Nordic Legends.
According to the Norse god, Odin, "no-one knows
from whence its roots run."

"Yggdrasil...this ash is the greatest and best of all
trees. Its branches stretch over all the worlds and
reach beyond the sky. It has three roots that support
it well”, the Nordic histories tell us. These three
roots are said to be "gigantic™: they represent the
three arteries of the umbilical cord.

De I'Ancien Monde, 2.105, 2.21.
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13 - Why, in mythology, is a serpent often
found coiled in the branches of the Tree of
Life?

A serpent or a dragon is often seen coiled in the Tree
of Life because it represents the umbilical cord,
which is connected to the placenta.

De I'Ancien Monde, 3.40.
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14 - Why did the serpent that was coiled
in the Tree of Life offer Adam a new sort
of food?

According to Genesis, a serpent introduced the
inhabitants of Eden to a new way of supplying
themselves with the food they needed.

In the genesis of the embryo, the development of the
placenta begins when the egg is implanted. Towards
the end of the third week, the vascular system begins
to develop. When these blood vessels and those
derived from the embryo are joined, a shared
circulation system is established, for nutrition
diffused through the chorion is no longer adequate
for the development of the embryo.

The umbilical cord, this serpent, connects the foetus,
the Adam of Paradise, to the placenta, that Tree of
Life.

Genesis reflects the development of the embryo.

A mythological serpent who procures nourishment

for human beings always incarnates a reminder of
the umbilical cord.

De I'Ancien Monde, 2.114, note 2.225, paragraph 3.5.
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15 - Why did the serpent speak to Eve,
not Adam?

The serpent is a reminder, in the form of a snake, of
the end of the cord that is connected to the Tree of
Life that symbolises the placenta.

Eve is an anthropomorphised symbol of the end of
cord that is connected to Adam, who represents the
foetus.

The two ends of the cord join when "the serpent
speaks to the woman",

"At the end of the third week, the villous mesoderm
<the Tree of Life> has supplied the blood vessels
which have been connected <the serpent> with those
of the embryo, properly called <the woman>, thus
establishing a functional utero-placental circulatory
system <it nourishes>."

"The circulatory system begins to function <it
nourishes> when the extra-embryonic blood vessels
<the serpent, wn1> and intra-embryonic <the woman,
mwr> are joined towards J21" according to embryo-
logists, and Genesis 3.6, in the Jewish scriptures.

De I'Ancien Monde, 2.114, 2.118, 3.5, 3.15.
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16 - Why is the dragon a symbol of
prosperity?

The dragon is a symbol of authority, fertility,
happiness and strength. Dragons guard treasure,
protect people or things, and keep watch over lands.
They are benevolent dispensers of wealth and good
fortune. A symbol of prosperity, of life, of occult
knowledge, the dragon is the embodiment of sove-
reign power. Dragons rule over the rains that make
the earth fertile, and reign over rivers, lakes and the
sea.

Could not this description also be used for the
umbilical cord?

"Then, around the 21st day, the joining of the blood
vessels of the placenta and those issuing from the
embryo is completed and the circulatory system is
established, just at the exact time when nourishment
by simple diffusion is no longer sufficient to support
the development of the embryo. Around the 19th or
29th day, the embryo is no longer attached to its
trophoblastic shell, except by a narrow pedicle, the
embryonic pedicle, which will later form the
umbilical cord (that is the dragon, the snake of the
legends, cf. question 14) making a connection
between the placenta and the embryo.

In the same way that the embryo benefits from
healthy and abundant nourishment, thanks to the
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umbilical cord, once human beings are born, their
memories of this cause them to ask for sustenance

from the dragon or the serpent.
This is why the dragon, subconscious symbol of the

umbilical cord, is a symbol of prosperity.

De [’Ancien Monde, 3.65, 6.64, 8.26.
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17 - Why did the serpent have four legs
when he was in the Garden of Eden?

During the time of the Garden of Eden, the serpent
had four legs, but according to teaching of the Arabs,
God deprived it of its hands and feet when he drove
it out of the Garden.

The umbilical cord is the foetus's first plaything,
which it grasps, manipulates and sucks. After birth,
the new-born child can no longer hold on to the cord
with its hands or feet; the child's memory of playing
with the cord also fades. This is why the serpent is
told by God: "upon thy belly thou shalt go™.

De [I’Ancien Monde, 3.37, note 2.61.
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18 - Why are new-born babies in Greece
given a protective amulet shaped like a
serpent?

In memory of Erichthonios, whom the goddess
Athene protected in his infancy by keeping him in a
box with a serpent to guard him, new-born infants in
Greece are given a protective amulet, representing a
little serpent: "the serpent plays an apotropaic role;
gold snakes are put round the necks of infants in
order to protect them from malevolent influences
that might reach them".

The foetus knows that its life is protected by the
umbilical cord; in the same way, the infant, because
of its remembrance of the cord as a protective
serpent, seeks protection from another snake.

De [’Ancien Monde, 3.52.
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19 - Why are temples and sacred places often
guarded by serpents?

In Egypt, India, south-east Asia and central America,
serpents guard and protect temples and sacred places.

This is because human beings recollect uterine
biology, whereby the foetus is securely protected by
the umbilical cord, and reflect it in the way they
protect their temples. This symbolises a memory of
the uterine life, of the life that brings forth life.

De [’Ancien Monde, 8.74, 3.52 to 3.55.
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20 - Why is the God of Thunder often
identified as a serpent?

"In ancient Japan, the dragon was thought of as the
God of Thunder."

"The dragon was linked to the thunder in a close
relationship that was sometimes mediated through
the drum.”

The umbilical cord is linked to the maternal heart-
beat in a close relationship that is mediated by the
foetal heart?

If the Thunder appears to represent the maternal
heartbeat, or the beating of the foetal heart, or these
two hearts, linked by the cord, the "serpent™ is
considered to be the god of these heartbeats, and
hence as the God of Thunder.

De I’Ancien Monde, note 6.104, paragraph 6.51.
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21 - Why does the Thunder cause a spring to
burst out of the ground?

"The Thunder hitting the ground with a blow from
its fist, causes a spring to gush out, or sometimes the
image in the myth is a horse striking the ground with
a blow from its shoe."

"Thunder" or "a blow from horseshoe", which
represent the pulsations of the heart make "the
spring" that symbolises the umbilical cord, burst
forth.,

De [’Ancien Monde, 6.51, note 6.101.
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22 - Why is Thunder the giver of fire?

"The Cherokee Indians say that in the beginning
there was no fire, and the earth was cold, until the
Thunder sent lightning which set fire to the base of a
sycamore which was growing on an island.”
According to another story, the Cherokees "tried
unsuccessfully to steal the fire which the Gods had
placed in the hollow of a sycamore growing on an
island".

Among the Araucans of Chili, "the most powerful
among the greater gods was Pillan, the god of
thunder, who was also the giver of fire".

The sycamore symbolises the umbilical cord-
placenta, and the island represents the body of the
foetus, which floats in the amniotic fluid.

The heartbeat, of which fire is the symbol, makes the
blood circulate.

De [’Ancien Monde, 6.100.
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23 - Why do many legends describe fire
originating from between someone's thumb
and index finger?

"In the islands of the Marquesas, it was believed that
Mauika, the goddess of fire, could shoot fire from
her toes, her knees and her navel.

"In other myths concerning the origin of fire, it is
said that fire shot forth from the sixth finger of a
woman, or from between the thumb and the index
finger of the left hand or the right hand of a man or a
woman. There are also stories that fire emanated
from the tip of the index finger of the right hand of a
young man, from the nails, the fingers or the toes of
the goddess of fire, or from the fingers of other
divine beings."”

A great many legends evoke the belief that fire
originated from between someone's thumb and index
finger, in other words "from the umbilical cord that
attaches the foetus".

De [I’Ancien Monde, 6.105.
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24 - Why does either the cosmic tree, or the
lotus, grow out of Vishnu’s navel?

Vishnu emitted a lotus with a thousand petals of
pure gold from his navel. This plant represented the
goddess who was Vishnu's wife, Sri or Lakshmi.
Kamala, the Sanskrit word for the lotus is also one
of the names of the goddess Lakshmi.

From the navel of the embryo "Vishnu" sends forth
the umbilical cord which fastens the embryo to the
placenta: "the cosmic tree, or the lotus” (cf. "The
sycamore", question 22.)

These personifications of the cord often include a
woman, a sister or a wife (cf. Adam and Eve,
question 15.)

De I’Ancien Monde, note 3.212, paragraph 2.73.
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25 - During the reign of Quetzalcoatl, why
was an ear of maize so heavy that a man
could only carry one at a time?

When an echograph is carried out during the fifth
month of pregnancy, the diameter of the umbilical
cord is greater than that of the wrist or ankle of the
foetus. It is like a supply cable, carrying nourish-
ment. During the reign of Quetzalcoatl, “an ear of
maize was so heavy that a man could only carry one
at a time”.

“During the reign of Quetzalcoatl” represents the
time the foetus is in the womb.

“The ear of maize” represents a memory of the
nourishing umbilical cord (cf. question 14); the
foetus “cannot carry” more than one at a time.

De I’Ancien Monde, notes 3.211, 3.12, paragraph 6.180.
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26 - Why did the Egyptian god, Djehouty,
invent a lyre with only three strings?

The umbilical cord is formed from two arteries and a
vein, which are the “three roots” of Yggdrasil

(cf. question 12), or “three cords of a lyre” which
the foetus plays (cf. question 17): the first musician
(cf. “the drum”, question 20).

De [’Ancien Monde, 3.22.
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27 - Why did Odin pledge his eye at the
Fountain of Urdr?

Odin could not drink from the fountain of Urdr,
which was at the foot of Yggdrasil, (cf. question 12),
unless he pledged one of his eyes.

Like the serpent, the single eye is a subconscious
symbol of the umbilical cord, in this instance, the
part of the cord nearest to the foetus, its navel.

This cord, symbolised by the eye, gives access to the
shared circulatory system of the foetus and the
placenta, represented by the Fountain of Urdr (hrd,
hjarta, heart, etc.).

The eye is pledged because the foetus is dispos-
sessed at birth of the cord that it symbolises (cf.
question 10).

"King Gesar emerged at birth from a white eggshell.
When he came out if the egg, he had three eyes. His
mother, in a panic, instantly tore one of the eyes
out.” This eye represents the umbilical cord.

De [I’Ancien Monde, 2.105, notes 3.203, 3.204.
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28 - Why did Jason have to yoke two bulls to
a plough in order to win the Golden Fleece?

"Jason sought out Aietes and begged him to give
him the Fleece. Aietes promised to give it to him if,
all by himself, he could yoke two bulls with bronze
hooves to the plough. These two were huge and
savage bulls which he owned and which the god
Hephaestus had given as a gift. Once Jason had
harnessed them, his next task would be to sow the
teeth of a dragon.”

Jason won the Golden Fleece (cf. "gold", question
18) by yoking two oxen to the plough; the foetus is

yoked to the placenta by the two ends of the two
rejoined ends of the umbilical cord (cf. question 15).

De [’Ancien Monde, 7.10, 711.
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29 - In the legend of Jason, why do dragon's
teeth that have been sown like seeds grow
into warriors who then fight each other?

"When Jason had sown the dragon’s teeth, armed
warriors began to spring up from the ground. And
when Jason saw how many of them there were,
he threw stones among them, without being seen,
and while they were fighting among themselves,
he approached them and killed them all."”

The teeth of the dragon which are sown represent the
umbilical arterial network.

"The dragon's teeth which are sown like seeds from
which spring warriors who fight among themselves,"
represent a recollection of the profound changes that
the vascular network of the child undergoes at birth,
a complex metamorphosis of the arteries, these
"dragon's teeth", that open, close, short-circuit,
"fight among themselves™ (cf. "the vine destroyed
and replanted”, question 7).

De [’Ancien Monde, 7.10, 711.
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30 - Why are there myths in which heroes
decapitate many-headed serpents whose
heads keep growing back?

"The neonatal stage: the placental circulatory system
is disconnected and the organism is assured of auto-
nomous survival." In mythology, it's necessary to
overcome a gigantic serpent, a dragon or a demon,
so that light, life and civilisation can be born. This is
the role that devolves to the hero, a figure reminis-
cent of the new-born child. Perseus beheaded
Medusa with a blow from a curved sabre, and the
Persian, Thraetaona, slew the three-headed dragon,
Azhi-Dahaka (cf. questions 12 and 26). Indra smote
Vitra the obstructor then killed the serpent, Ahi,
previously Ahi Budhnya, "the serpent of the depths™.
In other stories, figures like St George kill dragons,
thus metaphorically accomplishing the separation of
the new-born baby from the redundant uterine
system.

There are many other legends in which a hero has to
slay a many-headed serpent or dragon, for example,
the Hydra of Lerna, which lived in a cavern -
analogous to the uterus - and these represent the
gradual, but complex, disappearance of the
umbilical-foetal vascular network (cf. question 29).

De [I’Ancien Monde, 3.83.
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31 - Why did God destroy the Tower of
Babel?

"Eusebius of Caesarea writes that the famous tower
was built by 'giants’ who had escaped the great
flood, but 'the tower having been overthrown

by the power of God, the giants were dispersed all
over the world"."

"When men first moved eastwards, know if they
found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
They said: '‘Come! Let us build a city, and a tower
with a summit that reaches into the heavens!'.
Yahweh said: 'l shall confuse their speech, so that
they cannot understand each other'. Yahweh then
scattered them over the face of the earth and they
ceased to build the city."

"The 'giants' escaped from the Deluge™: the new-
born child's four limbs, released from the womb,
'scatter themselves' over the 'plain’ (see, a contrario,
'nain’, question 5).

"The Tower of Babel™ is the umbilical cord, which
still functions for a while after the birth.

"They ceased to build the city": the umbilical cord,
the foetal-placental network, “ceases to build" the
uterine system after birth.

"God destroys the Tower of Babel™: the umbilical
cord finally ceases to pulse after birth.

De I'Ancien Monde, note 6.332.
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32 - Why did people build ziggurats?

After the flood, men said: "Come! Let us build a

city, and a tower that will reach into the heavens!
Let us make a name for ourselves so that we shall
never be scattered over the face of the earth!"

The purpose of the famous Mesopotamian towers,
the ziggurats, from Zakaru, "to recall”, was to re-
establish by artifice the ruptured primordial link and
to raise men by means of them to the resting place of
the Gods.

Founded, we are told, on the navel of the world,
these representations of the umbilical cord were
designed, like many cities and sanctuaries, to "link
heaven and earth”, like the link between the uterus
and the foetus.

Human beings subconsciously recreate images of the
biological mechanisms that fed, protected and
strengthened them as foetuses, and which they lost
when they were born (cf. question 18).

The temple, the place of divine life, unconsciously
replicates the place of uterine life (cf. question 19).

De I'Ancien Monde, 8.79 to 8.82.
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33 - Why did Apollo institute a priesthood
after he had killed the serpent?

Apollo killed Python, the serpent that guarded the
shrine of Delphi, afterwhich he set up a priesthood.

The umbilical cord binds the foetus to the uterine
life. The cord ceases to pulse when the child is born.
Apollo Kills the serpent (cf. question 30). Human
beings subconsciously reiterate the biology of birth
through religion. The priest is a subconscious conti-
nuation of the umbilical cord, linking worshippers to
the divine life.

De I'Ancien Monde, 8.60.
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34 - Why do the Chinese value rhinoceros
horn so much?

"The horn of the 'rhinoceros which communicates
with heaven', aged a thousand years, is long and
pointed. It is perforated from top to bottom and,
through a star-shaped opening, it emits a magical
substance which enables it to communicate with
heaven. It also had the power to communicate with
the gods.

"Through their spines and through the luminous rays
that emanate from their pearls beneath their chins or
from their horns, the water deities, such as thunder
gods, dragons, golden oxen or luminous rhinoceros-
ses, communicate with the heavens or with 'the fire-
bearing clouds'."

In the rhinoceros's horn, the Chinese subconsciously
see an image of the umbilical cord that links the
foetus to the benevolent 'divinity'. This is why they
value it highly.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.74, note 6.146.
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35 - Why could the divine Achilles only be
mortally wounded in the tendon of his ankle?

The divine Achilles was only mortal in the tendon of
his ankle, which the Trojan, Paris, wounded with an
arrow.

The tendon embodies a reminiscence of the
umbilical cord, the loss of which signifies the
disappearance of the divine, of that "divine
Achilles", "the most valorous of the Achaeans",
the foetus.

We know of the myths of that time, which tell of a
woman who plunged an infant completely into a fire
and made him immortal, except for the foot by
which she held him.

The fire represents the foetal-placental blood
circulation system (cf. question 22) produced by the
uterus, symbolised by the woman. The foot, or rather
the 'Achilles tendon' is the umbilical cord, through
the severance of which the infant at birth, the infant
loses its 'original immortality' (cf. question 8).

De I'Ancien Monde, 10.75.
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36 - Why does destiny hang by a single
thread?

In Greece, the three Moirai controlled human
destinies. In Rome it was the three Parcae, in
Romania, the three Ursite, and among the Serbs

and Croats, the three Sudice. Others of the many
examples of this mythical trio of fates include the
three Laima of the Lithuanians, the Norns of
Germany and Scandinavia, and in Albania, the
Mirat, the Ora, the Zana and the Vitore (the Zana
and the Vitore are visualised as women or serpents).

"The Norns lived by the Well of Urdr (cf. question
27), at the foot of the World Tree (cf. question 12),
which they tirelessly sprayed with the Fountain's
rejuvenating waters to prevent it from ‘decaying or
perishing'. The three Parcae of Greek mythology
were Clotho, Lachesis and Atropos.”

In Rome "the three Parcae were represented in the
Forum by three statues, commonly known as 'the
three fairies’, tri fata, (three fates) who drew out the
destinies of mankind from their spindles".

The thread of destiny is the umbilical cord.

The destiny of every human being is thus ineluctably
decided. The destiny of every foetus is also decided
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for him at birth with the loss of the cord, which is
cut off like the thread of destiny.

Human beings have unconsciously connected the
image of the umbilical cord, the "thread of destiny"
of the foetus with the "destiny" of living persons
(cf. question 18).

De I'Ancien Monde, 3.23, notes 3.51, 3.206.
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37 - Why did Gilgamesh return to his own
country empty-handed after seeking eternal
life?

Gilgamesh probably lived and reigned "after the
Deluge”, in the first part of the third millennium
before our era. He was the fifth monarch of the

first dynast of Uruk, a city of Sumeria.

Confronted by the death of his friend, Enkidu,
Gilgamesh undertook a voyage to the edge of the
earth, where there lived Utnapishtim, who had
survived the Flood. The Gods had granted him

"a life like that of a god" and he knew the secret of
eternal life.

"This was the portent of Gilgamesh who, like Ut-
napishtim, sought eternal life, took the same path as
him, but returned to his own land empty-handed."
Ut-napishtim revealed to Gilgamesh a secret known
only to the Gods: there was a herb of life. "If you
grasp this plant, Gilgamesh, you will have found
eternal life.”

Gilgamesh threw himself into the depths of the sea,
saw the plant and grasped it. The waves threw him
back onto the shore (cf: the coast of Phoenicia,
question 9), but a serpent stole the plant away.
Gilgamesh returned empty-handed; the umbilical
cord and the placenta (the serpent and the herb of
life) appertain only to the foetus and not to the infant
once it has been born "after the Deluge".

De I'Ancien Monde, 7.14, 7.15, 7.16, note 7.15.
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38 - Why does Lakshmi, the Goddess of
Fortune, sit on the knees of her husband,
Vishnu?

"Lakshmi, the Goddess of Fortune, the delight of
Vishnu, sits, radiant, on an open lotus flower. As the
wife of Vishnu, she is seated on his knees."

"At the echograph for the fifth month of pregnancy,
the diameter of the umbilical cord is greater than that
of the wrist or ankle of the foetus (cf. question 25) -
thus, it is represented by the "knees" of Vishnu, his
navel, which is a veritable source of nourishment -
and there is the Goddess of Fortune, his wife (cf.
questions 24 and 15).

According to a Central African myth, the first
woman was born from the left knee of the first man,
an image reminiscent of the cord springing from the
navel of the foetus, and also of the story in Genesis
of the woman being created from the flesh of the
man.

The Goddess of Fortune sits on the knees of her
husband because the umbilical cord is connected to
the navel of the foetus.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.64, notes 3.12, 3.201, paragraph
2.116.
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39 - Why do some religions forbid divorce?

The foetus and its "ophidian™ adjunct form a pair.

In Ireland, the fish of the sacred spring is the brother
of the serpent-dragon, and complements him.

In Egypt, "thy sister, the celestial serpent has
purified thee"; the cobra-goddesses, which were
common to all the Egyptians, could be classed as
two types. The second type forms pairs of a mas-
culine cthonic spirit and a female goddess of agri-
culture.

In India, statues from the 12th century show a "man
in a cloak" with a "woman with a serpent”.

In Cambodia, to dream of "being bitten by a snake,
or that a naga has coiled around your body means
that one will gain a wife, who will usually be a
young girl".

In the Deluge myths of southern China, Fou-Hi and
his wife Niu-Koua were the primordial couple. They
were depicted the one clad in male dress and the
other in female, but from the navel downwards their
bodies terminated in the tail of a serpent or a dragon.
The two of them were entwined by their tails; they
invented the rites of marriage.

From the navel of the foetus springs the umbilical

cord that is attached to the placenta (cf. questions 24,
38).

50



A religious marriage, the sacred union of a man and
a woman reflects the union between the foetus and
its adjuncts: that is why divorce cannot be permitted.

De I'Ancien Monde, 3.36, note 6.223, paragraph 2.117.
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40 - Why are there many folk tales in which
a poor young man who is an outstandingly
skilled archer marries a princess?

"The hero of many popular stories is a young man
who is poor and unknown, but who distinguishes
himself by his many exploits and ends by marrying
a princess.” This hero echoes the embryo, which
during its development "marries™ the umbilical cord
- the princess - and thus becomes the "king" of the
uterus.

"A skilled archer is capable of seizing the throne;
such a person is thought to be the holder of the
sacred power that is symbolised by the bow; this was
the case in China, where men believed that ‘the bow
is the principal proof of the talent and virtue in a
vassal, and in a contest of archery, princely virtue
would always prosper and the arrows would reach
the target of their own accord'.”

A skilled archer who brings prosperity to a kingdom
represents the foetus, which seizes control of the
placenta by the grace of the umbilical cord, "the
bow".

De I'Ancien Monde, 9.6, 10.15.
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41 - Why did the Incas marry their sisters?

According to tradition, the kings of Egypt and of
Peru married their sisters. This reflected foetal
biology, in which the foetus ‘marries’ the
placenta-cord, which is 'of the same flesh' as it.
Thus 'the life which bears life’, the divinity, recalling
life in the uterus, will lavish riches on the Kingdom
of Egypt, the Empire of the Incas, etc., perceived as
and unconsciously structured like the embryo nouri-
shed in the womb.

De I'Ancien Monde, 9.5.
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42 - Why did Phrixus lose his sister, Helle,
as they fled to safety?

"Athamas, the ruler of Boeotia had a son called
Phrixus and a daughter called Helle. Their mother
was Nephele, the Goddess of the clouds.

Athamas was compelled by the people of his country
to lead Phrixus to the altar as a sacrifice. However,
Nephele rescued him with the help of her daughter
and gave the brother and sister a ram with a golden
fleece that she had received from Hermes. The ram
flew with them across the sky and they travelled
over land and sea. When they were high above

the sea that stretched between Sigee and the
Chersonese, Helle slipped and tumbled into the
waves below. Because of her death there, the wide
strait became known as the Hellespont.

The umbilical cord that accompanies the foetus,
Phrixus, during this voyage, is Helle, who "slips, and
tumbles into the waves", dying when the waters
break during childbirth. Her "strait™ is the neck of
the uterus, "the Hellespont™.

"There is another version of the story of Phrixus and
Helle: Phrixus embarked on a ship which had a
carved ram's head attached to the prow. Helle, who
was suffering from sea-sickness, went to the side of
the ship, leaned over, and fell into the waves."
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Both versions symbolise the process of childbirth,
whereby the child loses its umbilical cord once it is
born: thus, Phrixus and Helle.

De I'Ancien Monde, 7.7, 7.8, note 7.11.
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43 - Why did Eurydice die at the threshold
of the cavern?

The mythological theme, such as the story of
Orpheus and Eurydice, wherein a hero loses his
wife, and stricken with grief, descends into the
Underworld to regain her (a reminiscence of the
final foetal stage), then emerges without her, as she
all too often vanishes at the threshold of the cavern
(a symbol of the neck of the uterus) represents the
infant, which loses its umbilical cord at birth. See
also Gilgamesh and the herb of life (cf. question 37).

De I'Ancien Monde, 7,18.
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44 - Why was Ariadne abandoned by
Theseus?

"The labyrinth from which Theseus escaped held
Ariadne prisoner, Ariadne whom we imagine as the
dawn, herald of the rising sun. Theseus would snatch
her from the depths of the dark, only to see her taken
away by Dionysius, the new-born sun (cf. quest. 4)."

Avriadne represents the adjuncts of the uterine
system; the thread like spider's silk that she obtained
for Theseus after he had seduced her is the umbilical
cord. Thus, the foetus, once it has "left the labyrinth"
and has been born is separated from the uterine
system, just as Theseus was separated from Ariadne
when they arrived at the island of Naxos (cf. nasci,
naitre; Phoenicia, where Osiris drifted ashore,
question 9).

"On one particular day of the year, Athenians made
sacrifices in honour of Ariadne, and because it was
said that Theseus's lover had died in childbirth, it
was the custom to imitate the cries and movements
of a woman in labour." Effectively, "The lover" of
the foetus, the uterine adjuncts, die in childbirth.

The umbilical cord of the ceases to pulse after the
child is born. This is like the fate of Ariadne and her
"spider’s thread" (cf. question 9).

De I'Ancien Monde, note 6.320.
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45 - Why did Icarus perish after he flew from
the labyrinth?

Long ago, according to a myth of the Bella Coola
people, when the first humans lived on the earth,
there were no rivers to be seen. They were

enclosed and imprisoned in a cavern called
Nusmatwilaix. The ways out of this cavern were
blocked by a huge rock. Not only were the rivers
shut in, but also the salmon that lived in them. The
eagle tried to breach the barrier, but failed. The crow
tried next, and he succeeded. Ever since then, the
river Bella Coola has followed its present course.

The 'salmon’ represents the foetus; the 'rivers
enclosed in the cavern' are symbols of the umbilical
cord and/or the amniotic fluid. The 'enormous rock’
is the neck of the uterus.

Icarus and Daedalus flew from the labyrinth like the
eagle and the crow from the cavern, 'the nest'. The
first bird, the one that did not succeed, is a constant
in myths, and undoubtedly represents the placental
adjuncts, the "twin" of the new-born child, who like
Icarus, his subconscious image, is refused a way into
life. Chapter 2 of The Book of the Dead is illustrated
by a vignette: "two birds with human heads,

one perched on the ground, a black sun in the
background, the other flying, its wings outspread;
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they emanated from the shadow of death which lay
across a door."”

"The Gods willed it that Icarus would die in his
birthplace, the Island of Icaria.”

The auxiliary parts of the foetal system die after
"flying" from the uterus. Icarus is thus their anthro-
pomorphised representation.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.57, notes 6.318, 6.324.
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46 - Why did Romulus kill his twin brother,
Remus, when the latter jumped across the
new walls of Rome?

"The Vestal Virgin, Rhea Silvia, brought twins boys
into the world. The king of Alba, her uncle gave
orders for the priestess to be chained and cast into
prison, and for the infants to be thrown into the
flowing waters of the River Tiber (cf. question 9).
The Tiber then burst its banks <it is the flood>.
Tradition affirms that the cradle in which the infants
were exposed floated, then, when the floodwaters
began to drain away, it was left on dry land."

"Romulus and Remus wished to build a city in the
place where they were cast up and reared. Remus
jumped across the newly-built walls, and Romulus
killed him, adding these words:'thus will will perish
anyone who jumps across my new walls'. Romulus
was left the sole master of the city, and after its
foundation, it was called after him."

Remus, Romulus's twin represents the auxiliary parts
of the uterine system, which disappear after
"Jumping across" the uterine "walls™ (cf. quest. 45).

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.57.
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47 - Why did Pharaoh dream of seven fat
cows and then seven thin cows that ate the
fat ones?

"It came about that Pharaoh had a dream. He found
himself on the banks of the Nile and saw seven
plump, fine-looking cows emerging from the river
and grazing among the bullrushes. But then, seven
other cows, ugly and thin, emerged from the Nile
behind the first group of cows. The thin, ugly cows
then devoured the plump, fine-looking ones.

Then Pharaoh awoke. He slept again and had a
second dream: seven ears of corn, large and
beautiful were growing on the same stem. But
then, seven thin ears, wasted and scorched by the
east wind sprang up after them. And the seven
wasted ears of corn swallowed up the seven

fat and full ears. Then Pharaoh awoke, and behold!
It was a dream."

"The cows" symbolise the placenta, and “the ears”
the umbilical cord (cf. question 25). At birth, these
adjuncts cease to live. Hence, "Pharaoh awakes".
Pharaoh, who is a representation of the foetus (cf.
question 41), dreams of seven plump cows, symbol-
lising the foetal life, complete and happy. He then
dreams of seven thin cows that devour the plump
ones. These symbolise the uterine life that vanishes
at birth; "then, Pharaoh awakes".

De I'Ancien Monde, note 8.278, paragraphs 8.125, 8.119.
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48 - Why did the continent of Atlantis
disappear beneath the waves in one day and
one night?

With regard to Atlantis, the geological record
invalidates the hypothesis that this continent existed,
then disappeared.

If the continent had existed, why would only a few
Egyptian priests have any knowledge of it?

"On this island, Atlantis, the rulers had created a
huge and marvelous empire. This empire was master
of the whole island, as well as many other islands,
and parts of the continent. But this power, having
once concentrated its forces, acted with a single
driving purpose, to enslave all on that side of the
strait... There were terrifying earthquakes and
extraordinary floods. During the space of a dingle
day and one terrible night, the island of Atlantis was
destroyed and sank into the sea."”

"His empire extended over almost the whole earth”,
like the foetus and its uterine system.

"But this power, having once concentrated its forces,
acted with a single driving purpose, to enslave all on
that side of the strait," represents the infant, who
crosses the neck of the womb, "the strait™.
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This tale of a world engulfed represents the world of
the foetus which disappears amid the waters of birth
"in the space of one terrible day and night".

De I'Ancien Monde: chapter 5.
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49 - Why does Atlas carry the world on his
shoulders?

"At the edge of the world, are the borders of night
and Chaos, where the Hesperides guard the golden
apples; this is where Atlas was sent by Zeus, when
he condemned him to hold the sky up above the
earth for eternity, or the sky and the earth at the
same time, or according to another version, to
support the axis of the world. Another myth relates
that Atlas was once the king of a fabulous island
beyond Ocean, called Atlantis.”

"Atlas, bent under his mighty burden, was posted at
the edges of the earth, opposite the clear-voiced
Hesperides, supporting the vast heavens on his head
and his untiring arms. Such was the fate which the
wise and cunning Zeus had reserved for him."
"Atlas was wise and knew all the abysses under the
sea; he supported the pillars that separate the earth
and the heavens."”

As it grows, the foetus, this "King Atlas", fills the
uterine sac and "carries it forever". Similarly, there
is a widespread belief that the world is supported by
a creature that prevents it from sinking into the
ocean.

Humans unconsciously project a recollection of life
in the uterus as an explanation for the world.

De I'Ancien Monde, 5.1, 6.42, 6.146, note 5.3.
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50 - Why did the Celts fear the sky falling on
their heads?

"In the beginning, the Egyptians imagined that the
sky was a vast platter resting on the mountain
ranges. In other accounts, the mountains were
replaced by four pillars, later deified under the
names of the four children of Horus. These pillars,
which could buckle under the weight they bore, or
be overthrown by a fierce tempest, were the object
of many rituals carried out by the Egyptians, who
feared that this heavy ceiling would collapse on
them."

Besides this belief, there was another that was given
wide credence: "a goddess, Nut or Hathor, who was
visualised as a cow that rested its four hooves on the
ground, or as being a woman whose body was
stretched and bowed, and who only touched the
earth with the tips of her fingers and toes. The sky
that men saw shining above them at night was her
star-studded belly.” Shu stood beneath Nut to
prevent her falling, supporting her with her arms
(cf. question 49).

The ancient beliefs about the sky falling are founded

on memories of the fall of the "uterine sky" during
birth.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.146, 6.147, 6.148, 10.96.
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51 - Why did the Ancients see mythological
scenes in the constellations of the night sky?

"Between the stars that make up the Great Bear, like
a river with violent whirlpools, the Dragon crawls
and writhes, entwining them above and beneath, the
outline of its body creating sinuous curves.
"Touching its head, 'bearing the weary silhouette of
one who seems afflicted' is the constellation of
Hercules, that the Greeks call Engonasis, meaning
‘on his knees', because the figure appears to be
kneeling. Here, also, can be seen the famous Crown,
known for its extraordinary brilliance. This is behind
the Dragon, while beside the Dragon's head is the
Snake-holder, whom the Greeks call by the self-
explanatory name of Ophiouchos (the serpent
bearer). He holds the constellation of the Serpent
between his palms, and is entwined by the creature's
coils himself, since the serpent grips the man around
the middle of his body, under the chest. He,
however, being solidly based, holds his position,

his feet treading the eyes and thorax of the
Scorpion.”

The Ancients saw (cf. questions 4 and 50) the
uterine world in the night sky.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.142.
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52 - Why are black Madonnas so revered?

"During the upper Palaeolithic period, the Quest
began to feature in French rock paintings of the
Cantabrian era. Here also, the chosen one of the tribe
gave himself to the Beyond, in the bosom of the
Earth Mother, risking his life in the deepest darkness
of the cavern. There, he would paint the animals that
the group wished to hunt, imploring the Divinity to
restore the abundance of big game and the balance
of nature...expeditions into the darkness, to the
bottom of caverns that were almost inaccessible."
"The black Madonnas are thus a distant hypostasis
of the Great Mother-Goddess, whom Neolithic
people and those of the ancient megaliths, the
Indo-Europeans, the Greeks, the Romans, the
religions of salvation, and then Christianity, have
worshipped over many centuries."”

"Neolithic man tried to reinvent the primordial
cavern. He made it the centre of the cult of the
Goddess, the receptacle for the bones of the ances-
tors, and the place dedicated to the initiation of
young people. In one word, it was the epicentre of
the life of the tribe and the expression of their
unity."

Many myths tell of heroes gods being born in
caverns.
"Archetype of the maternal womb, the cave figures
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in the myths of origin, of rebirth, and in the initiation
ceremonies of many races." "Among various peoples
- native Americans, in particular - men were
supposedly born from embryos nurtured in earthly
caverns.” "In our own time, we still call the cave of
Ampelousa, next to Gortyn, ‘the labyrinth'."

"The initiates of Eleusis were chained in the grotto;
they had to escape from it in order to attain
enlightenment (cf. questions 4 and 5). Numerous
initiation ceremonies begin with the applicant
entering a cave or a pit: this is the materialisation of
the regressus ad uterum, as defined by Mirdea
Eliade."

Inaccessible caves and other labyrinths, Mother
Goddesses, black Madonnas, prolong the memory of

the seminal womb and its fertility, shadowy,
vanished, but revered.

De I'Ancien Monde, 8.13, 2.66.
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53 - Why were the sorcerers of ancient times
the most skilled?

"Normally, darkness favours the arts of the sorcerer.
It is night enables them to find rapport with the
spirits and to act on them and through them. It is
essential for certain rites to take place at night."
"When one asks the Indians from where came the
first instruction in the knowledge that the sorcerers
held, they reply that the origin of this science goes
back to the beginning of mankind and that the first
humans possessed this knowledge through their
semi-divine essence Being immortals, they trans-
formed themselves into stars or gods, but they
passed on some of their knowledge. Their descen-
dants forgot much of their teaching and their skill,
but preserved the rules and techniques which had to
be observed to interact with spirits and cause

their intervention.”

"The sorcerers of ancient times were the most
skilled; they held the original teachings. In many
myths, there is talk of the ancient sorcerers and their
extraordinary powers."

The first human, the foetus, that "ancient sorcerer

with extraordinary powers", "of semi-divine
essence”, "held the original teachings".

De I'Ancien Monde, 8.15.
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54 - Why does Vishnu have four arms?

"The legs of a foetus are short and it is normal for it
to have its feet in front of its face or on its head.
The toes are therefore used in the same way as the
fingers and brush the face or scrape the front or the
top of the head.”

Mythology abounds with reminders of the four limbs
of the foetus.

Thus, Vedic India portrays Indra, Vishnu, and other
incarnations of the foetus with four arms, because
the foetus does not differentiate between the legs
and the arms; the same also with its mythological
incarnations (cf. question 17).

De I'Ancien Monde, note 1.48, paragraphs 2.78, 2.79.
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55 - Why were the four sons of Horus
employed to watch the four cardinal points
of the compass?

Osiris and Isis had a son called Horus. Egyptian
mythology subsequently speaks of the four sons of
Horus (cf. question 50).

"In ancient days, Sebek rescued them by gathering
them in a net when they emerged from the water in a
lotus flower. Employed by their father, Horus, to
watch the four points of the compass, they were also
appointed by him to guard the heart and the entrails
of Osiris and to ensure that the god did not suffer
from hunger or thirst."

When we read that the four sons of Horus correspon-
ded to the four corners of the world and that the
Aztec cosmos consisted of four cardinal directions
emerging from a central point, we understand that
these are evocations of the four limbs of the foetus,
projected onto the geography of the world.

Let us pause a moment to ponder these various
symbols of the four limbs of the foetus, on the ways
in which they represent its four "arms".

Continents, mountains, islands, floating objects,
heads, extremities, points of the compass, stars,
eyes, wings, palm leaves, animal legs, horns, forti-
fycations, branches, trees, pillars, spines, dwarfs,
threads, brothers, giants, kings, angels, birds,
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quadrupeds, animals, animals harnessed to a chariot,
dragons, dispensers of rain. Each one sovereign and
guardian of one of the four quarters of the world,
they support the "sky", the membranes of the uterine
system, and prevent it from falling. They enable the
foetus to move within its watery universe, allowing
it to find its way around within its allotted space;
they essay to protect it from pollution of the amnios
and provide nourishment through the amniotic fluid,
doubtless placing hands and feet at the service of
this god of whom they are the vassals.

De I'Ancien Monde, 2.100, 10.40, 2.107.
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56 - Why did the Ancients often harness four
horses to their racing chariots?

The Babylonian god, Marduk, "unleashed the winds,
to shatter the innards of Tiamat, then, taking the
Flood, his mightiest weapon, he mounted the fright-
ful tempest, his chariot, drawn by four swift and
devastating horses". This legend symbolises the
foetus and its four limbs (cf. questions 1, 54, 55),
moving towards the exit from the uterus.

"Four horses, already victorious, and their chariot,
would compete for the prize", (The Iliad, X1.700)
recapitulates the first structure, a single victor, the
child who is born (cf. question 3).

De I'Ancien Monde, 1.66, 6.177, note 8.66.
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57 - Why did the Symplegades (crashing
rocks), or Cyanean Rocks, slash against each
other?

"Phineus instructed the Argonauts on the path they
must take and warned them about the Symplegades,
which they would encounter during their voyage.
These were huge rocks which crashed together,

due to the violence of the winds, and blocked the sea
passage. A dense cloud of vapour rose above them.
The noise was horrendous, and even the birds could
not pass between them. The Argonauts took to the
sea; pulling hard at the oars, they passed through...
"To this day, the Symplegades no longer move, for it
was predestined that if a ship passed through them,
they would become completely immmobile.”

The Symplegades represent the neck of the womb, a
difficult passage for the infant to negotiate during
birth.

"Even the birds could not pass between them"
probably represents the thoracic respiration of the
foetus, which resembles that of a bird. This no
longer has any place in the uterine world.

De I'Ancien Monde, 7.10, 7.11.
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58 - Why did the goddess Athene push the
ship of the Argonauts to help them make the
crossing?

"The Argo is a sturdy vessel; the shipwright, Argus,
built it according to the instructions of Athene...

you will see two cliffs, the Cyanean Rocks, at the
point where the sea narrows... they constantly crash
against each other... make sure you grip your oars
firmly in your hands and push through the rushing
waters of the strait, for your safety depends less on
your prayers than on the strength of your arms..."
"When the heroes reached the narrowest part of the
twisting passage, which hemmed them in on both
sides... the roaring of the sea was frightful... the boat
was caught up in the turbulence of the current...
Athena stood with her left hand against a firm and
steady rock, and pushed the boat with her right hand,
to enable it to complete the passage. Like a winged
arrow, the boat flew through the air...”

"It is certain that it is to the boat alone that we owe
our safety this time. And no other is the cause than
Athene who moved it with her divine strength...

It was not allowed to perish."

"The elements present are the foetal movements
<the ship Argo and the heroes> enclosed in a uterine
cavity filled with about a litre of amniotic fluid

<the sea>, and a driving force, the uterine muscle
<Athene who moved it with her divine strength>,
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responsible for opening the cervix (the Cyanean
Rocks) before the foetus us presented for birth, and
for expelling the foetus when labour is complete,
assisted by the mother's efforts to push the child out
<Athene leaned, etc.>.

When the cervix is clear and open, the membranes
descend into the dilated area: this is the water pocket
... when dilation is complete and the membranes
rupture, the uterus opens directly above the vagina,
without any obstacle: the presentation begins <when
the heroes arrived at the narrowest part of the twis-
ting passage> - that is to say, its greatest dimension
crosses the area of the pelvic inlet <push through the
rushing waters of the strait>. Under the combined
effect of the contractions and the mother pushing,
the foetus is expelled from the womb <it was not
allowed to perish>."

The goddess Athene represents the uterine muscle,
that assists the birth of the child by pushing the
amniotic sac (the ship 'Argo’) to the bottom of

the uterus and towards the exit through the cervix,
"the Symplegades or Cyanean rocks".

The Hellenistic statues of winged Victory (Nike),
such as that of Samothrace, represented upright on
the prow of a boat, in honour of the naval victories
of Myonessos and Side, are subconscious reflections
of the victory that is birth.

De I'Ancien Monde, 7.12, 7.13, notes 7.13, 7.14.
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59 - Why did Hercules create the Straits of
Gibraltar?

According to legend, Hercules separated Cape, in
Morocco, and the Rock of Gibraltar by the force of
his arms.

"Mount Calpe, in Spain, and Mount Abyla, in
Africa, were once part of the same, single mass.

In order to ease his passage, Hercules cleft the
mountain in two: on one side, the Rock of Gibraltar,
on the other the Rock of Ceuta. Thus, once a strait
had been created, water could pass through and an
aspect of nature there was changed."

"It was Hercules himself who separated the
mountains which had once formed a continuous
chain.”

Human beings perceive geography in terms of their
uterine world (cf. questions 42, 51). In this story,
Hercules is the infant who separates the two sides
of the cervix, the "strait” that is pierced at birth

(cf. question 58).

Recollections of the foetal life are unconsciously
projected as explanations of the world around us.

De I'Ancien Monde, 10.38.
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60 - Why was Troy situated on the banks of
the Hellespont?

The Hellespont, so-called because it was the strait
where Helle lost her life, represent the cervix and the
adjuncts of the uterus cease to live (cf. question 42).

The ancient Greeks situated Troy beside the Helles-
pont, beside the cervix of "their" uterus, which
opened at birth (hence, the wooden horse that
‘'opened’ Troy).

In the same way that the baby moves into position
for birth, the Greeks went to Troy (Troy equals the
uterus).

The foetus is "The most valiant of the Achaeans",

of "the race of semidivine heroes, who presents for
birth at the cervix, at Troy on the Hellespont.

De I'Ancien Monde, notes 10.168, 10.170.
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61 - Why was Helen of Troy the most
beautiful woman in the world?

"The history of Helen of Troy was preserved in the
priestly archives of Tyre, from where the poet,
Homer, obtained it. It is almost certain that he
changed the story, turning a personification of the
moon into a woman, and the divine Aeons and
celestial spirits who disputed among themselves for
her possession into the men whom he called Greeks
and Trojans."

Look closely at the names of Troy and Tyre: the tr
comes from uterus, and Troy was in the region
known as the fertile Troad.

"The name of Helen, or Selene, is that of the moon
in Greek. The root of this word is both Celtic and
Phoenician. It is also found in the Teutonic langua-
ges as Hell, which signifies clarity or light."

In China, "Heng-ngo is the goddess of the moon ...
The Moon Festival is one of the three great festivals
celebrated annually in China... Heng-ngo's name is
often mentioned in novels and poetry, for, to
describe accurately how beautiful a woman is, the
expression 'lovely as if Heng-ngo had descended
from the moon' is used™.

In India, the belief is that the moon wanes as the
gods drink soma; as the moon waxes, the liquid is
replenished and can be drunk again when the moon
is full.
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Waxing and waning in a world of shadows, the cycle
of the moon is recurrent and eternal. What is it in the
foetal life, if not the perpetual renewal of the am-
niotic fluid, that reflects characteristics such as a
drink that increases and decreases and is linked to
immortality?

Because the phenomenon of the lunar cycle eternally
rules the world of shadows, like Prometheus chained
it incarnates the phenomenon of the amniotic cycle
that eternally regulates the world of foetal shadows.

The moon, personified as Helen, the most beautiful
woman in the world, can be none other than the
amniotic fluid, "the most beautiful woman" of the
foetal world.

De I'Ancien Monde, 10.71, 6.85, note 10.164.
80



62 - Why did the liver of Prometheus
regenerate at night, even though it had been
devoured during the day?

We have seen that "in India, the belief is that the
moon wanes as the gods drink soma; as the moon
waxes, the liquid is replenished and can be drunk
again when the moon is full" (cf. question 61).

"It was Zeus, too, who held Prometheus and his
vibrant thoughts captive, fastened to the shaft of a
pillar with hateful bonds. Then the god released an
eagle with broad wings; each day this devoured the
immortal liver of Prometheus, which regrew each
night, despite having been devoured by the broad-
winged bird during the day."

This myth illustrates yet again, it seems, the destiny

of the foetus, for whom the amniotic fluid "regrows

each night,despite having been devoured in the day",
thus regularly renewing itself.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.85, 1.20.
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63 - Why was the Golden Fleece nailed to a
tree?

"Carried through the skies by a ram with a golden
fleece, Phrixos and Helle crossed land and sea.
When they were high above the sea that stretches
between Sigeion and the Chersonese, Helle slipped
and fell into the waves (cf. question 42).

"Phrixus journeyed on to Colchis, where Aietes, the
son of the Sun was king. Aietes welcomed him.
Phrixus sacrificed the ram with the golden fleece to
Zeus, and gave the fleece to Aietes, who nailed it to
an oak tree in a wood sacred to Ares."

The golden fleece represents the amniochorionic
membrane which holds the infant and accompanies
it to its birth (cf. questions 3 and 9).

The membrane is "nailed to an oak tree": the uterine
world is put in order before the birth. Perhaps once
born, the infant feels regret for the world it has left
behind?

De I'Ancien Monde, 7.7, 7.8.
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64 - Why did Achilles cut off his long hair as
a sacrifice at the funeral rites of his friend,
Patroclus?

At the funeral rites of Patroclus, Achilles sacrificed
his long hair to him:

"now, since | shall not return to the land of our
fathers, | will offer my locks to the hero Patroclus to
bear with him".

Achilles offered his dead friend a "placental tissue”,
so that he could live among the gods - so that he
could reconnect with uterine biology.

Native Americans scalped their enemies to take this
"life" away from them.

"Now, since I shall not return to the land of our
fathers": its ties with the parts of the uterine system
having been severed, the new-born child cannot
return to the womb. Achilles has "left his home",
the fatherland of Patroclus, the uterus.

De I'Ancien Monde, note 10.170.
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65 - Why did the rivers Alpheus and Peneus
cleanse the stables of Augeas when they
were turned from their courses?

By creating a flood, Hercules (cf. question 59)
cleansed the stables of Augeas, which were full of
cattle droppings, in a single day (cf. question 48).
He achieved this by altering the courses of the rivers
Alpheus and Peneus, so that their waters entered the
stables through a hole which he had made in the
wall.

The hole in the wall represents the uterine
membranes when they burst open and release the
amniotic fluid, the rivers Alpheus and Peneus
"turned from their courses™ (cf. question 45).

The "stables of Augeas... full of cattle droppings"
symbolise the final, straitened home of the foetus,
made uninhabitable by its bodily fluids, most
notably the urine which has accumulated in the
liquid that the foetus drinks.

De I'Ancien Monde, note 7.27.
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66 - Why do people perform a dragon dance
to make it rain?

"In the time of the Emperor Yao, the rivers
overflowed and flooded the Middle Empire. Men no
longer had settled habitations. Yu had channels dug
to drain the flood-waters into the sea.” "It is said that
at the time when Yu tamed the floods, there was a
sacred dragon who drew on the ground with his tail
to show where a breach should be opened to allow
the waters to drain away" (cf. questions 59, 65).
"The serpent Ahi was the guardian of the waters.
Indra (the foetus), having struck vritra (the uterine
envelope), opened the reservoir in which they were
enclosed. Indra made the waters flow and freed the
seven rivers."

"Men no longer had settled habitations" - the infant
which is about be born has begun its journey
towards the cervix.

When they are born, people experience the waters of
the womb breaking. This memory has been project-
ted to explain the coming of the rains and the conse-
quent rising of the waters.

"People perform the dragon dance to invoke the
rains" - imitating the contortions of the foetus during
birth (the "sacred dragon who drew on the ground
with his tail™) will enable people to summon the
rainfall (a breach to allow the waters to drain away).
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"The desire to imitate the movements of the dragons
who are leaving their winter refuges to fly up to the
sky (like the infant who is being born) and thus
cause the rain to fall (like the bursting of the am-
niotic fluid) is because by imitating the habitual
movements of the sacred monsters, one invites,
indeed obliges them, to conform to their customary
behaviour.

De I'Ancien Monde, 3.70, 3.71, note 3.158.
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67 - Why does sacrificing a buffalo make the
rain fall?

"According to legend, a lake situated in Sui Ch'i was
created by the destruction of two villages whose in-
habitants had killed and eaten a white ox who was
also a dragon. Hence, to call down rain, a white bull
is killed and then immersed in the waters of the
lake."

"The inhabitants of the two villages that were
destroyed" symbolise the foetus and the auxiliary
parts of the uterus, successors to the single living
uterine unit, "the white ox-dragon that was killed
and eaten".

"In the Camparak region, the coming of the rainy
season began each year in the sixth month with the
sacrifice of a white buffalo. According to tradition,
as soon as the buffalo had been put to death, during
the night of the third day, a heavy downpour started.
The sacrifice of the buffalo caused the rains to
start."

To obtain rain, people recapitulate by the sacrifice of
an ox or a buffalo, their memories of the foetus and
of the extinction of the single living foetal unit at
birth; the breaking of the amniotic fluid corresponds
to the coming of the rains.

De I'Ancien Monde, 8.46, note 8.84.

87



68 - Why did Pandora release all the
scourges of mankind when she opened the
box?

"The Mayas depicted a goddess, I1x Chel, who
emptied water from a jar during the destruction of
the world by a great flood "from a dark sky, from a
black earth".

"The human race once lived alone on earth, sheltered
from sorrows, from weariness, and the painful ill-
nesses which bring death to mankind. But the
woman, lifting the large lid of the jar with her hands,
released all these into the world, and visited sad care
upon mankind."

The foetus also lives alone and sheltered from
SOrrows.

Zeus offered Pandora, the wife of Prometheus (cf.
question 62), a jar containing all the evils that afflict
the human race; old age, work, sickness, folly, vice,
deceit and passion, but also hope, the expectation of
some good. Prometheus had sealed the evils in the
jar to protect mankind from them, counselling that it
should never be opened. Giving way to curiosity,
Pandora opened the box and released all the plagues,
the sicknesses and the unhappiness that it contained:
these were now the earthly life of mankind.

Only hope remained in the jar.

This famous legendary jar symbolises the belly of
the pregnant woman, which opens during childbirth.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.168.
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69 - Why does watering a sacred stone
ensure rainfall and fertility to the territory
which the stone is supposed to symbolise in
miniature?

"In Asia, the god of the land is enshrined in a tree, or
in a sacred stone that is placed under the tree, where
the divine essence is concentrated... Besides this
cult of the trees and stones, there is a belief that
there are 'stones that grow'. These stones are not
inert; they grow larger. These are the ones that are
designated as 'spirit stones'. The stone presents a
small surface that is easy to water or to annoint, and
by the power of sympathetic magic, this ensures rain
and fertility to the whole territory that the stone is
supposed to symbolize in miniature.”

"The stone emerges from the ground and thrusts
upward like a plant... it increases in size... it rests on
the surface... it bleeds from the clash of iron... it
grows heavier...it screams...” "One entrusts a feeble
infant to the spirits of the location."

The foetus develops thanks to the amniotic fluid, the
land because of the rain. The stone that has been
watered is the subconscious symbol of the foetal
state of being which develops by virtue of the sacred
essence. The stone will develop in the same way by
the grace of the same sacred essence. The land
symbolises the feeble infant.

De I'Ancien Monde, 8.62.
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70 - Why did Ireland's sacred Stone of
Destiny cry out when the rightful king
was enthroned?

"The successive kings are thus incarnations of the
original dynastic ancestor, who in his person was
none other than the god who dwelt in the linga or the
sacred stone."

"According to the folklore of the Kouang-Tong, the
thunder has its genesis in the stone. It is born from a
matrix in the stone, from which it bursts forth when
the matrix splits. Yu the Great, who is known to
have been born from a stone, in the same way in
which the thunder is also born, was both a black-
smith and a sorcerer and a wizard who made rain
(cf. questions 66, 53). It was in the latter role that
he used to dance, holding a drum and making the
sounding stones on which he trod resonate."

The King succeeds to his ancestor, the god from the
linga, the embryo. The heartbeat, symbolised by the
thunder, is born in the embryo that is symbolised by
the stone (cf. questions 21, 69).

Lia Fail, also called the Stone of Fal, is the Sacred
Stone of Ireland. When the 'legitimate' king places
his foot on this stone, it cries out.

"With regard to the Lia Fail, the reason for its im-
portant role in the enthronement of the High King
of Ireland becomes clear if we see it as representing
an omphalos rather than a phallus.”
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Given birth within the embryo, the beating of the
heart makes the foetus the king of the uterus: the
stone which resonates, the king of Ireland.

Humans have unconsciously projected the memory
of the uterine life onto the organisation of earthly
their earthly life. Thus, "life comes from life"

(cf. questions 19, 32, etc.)

De I'Ancien Monde, 10.18.
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71 - Why, in myths, does a flame pass from
one creature to another along a line of
running animals?

"The embryo changes its constitution; it ‘evolves'.
Ceaselessly, the embryo moves on, ceaselessly new
cell formations, new structures and new functions
appear."

"But many myths say that the first fire was not
brought by a single bird or animal, but by some
animals who combined their efforts by forming a
line, and as one grew tired the flame was passed to
the next along the line. Thus, it is said that many
animals undertook this difficult task, but only one
succeeded in accomplishing it."

We find that "there are myths about fire told by the
Indians of America in which it is related that fire
passes from one to another along a line of racing
animals.”

"Primitive men, far from making a clear distinction
between mankind and the lower animals, on the
contrary commonly attribute to them a life and
intelligence closely resembling their own."

The animals who pass on the flame are illustrative of
the evolution by metamorphosis of the foetus, which
always possesses the flame, whether this is the
renewal of the amnion, or above all, the umbilical
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cord and the foetalplacentalcirculation system
(cf. questions 22 and 23).

The foetus, Noah, by bringing two of each animal
that had been created on board the Ark, thus brought
on board his own being, his evolution through meta-
morphosis from his beginnings.

De I'Ancien Monde, note 6.15, paragraph 6.107.
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72 - Why metempsychosis?

"The Egyptians were the first people to have
expounded the doctrine that men's souls were
immortal and that when the body died, the spirit
entered another creature which in its turn was born."

The origins of the doctrine of transmigration of the
soul (that is of the lifegiving 'immortal fire' of the
foetal existence, cf. question 71) are thus found in
recollections of the metamorphoses of embryo-
genesis.

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.108.
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73 - Why did Zeus make love to many
different beings?

"Metamorphosis, passing from one shape to another,
from one condition to another or from one status to
another is one of the fundamental characteristics of
mythology."

"One of the privileges possessed by the Gods was
the power to change their shapes, if they so wished,
and to metamorphose themselves into animals, or
even to take the form of inanimate objects."

To be exact: "embrology studies the succession of
transformations that the fertilised egg undergoes to
in order to become a new life".

"The embryo changes its constitution; it ‘evolves'.
Ceaselessly, the embryo moves on, ceaselessly new
cell formations, new structures and new functions
appear.” (cf. question 71).

In this way, Zeus, who successively makes love to
many different beings, incarnates this complex foetal
biology.

De I'Ancien Monde, notes 4.80, 6.15.
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74 - Why is the tortoise a symbol of
longevity?

Tortoises often live more than a hundred years and
are thus a symbol of long life. But tortoises are also
animals who often figure in mythology.

Mythologies subconsciously recapitulate the life of
the foetus and the story of its evolution. Thus, accor-
ding to the Chinese, the Creator placed one of the
huge feet of a giant tortoise at each corner of the
world, in order to support the heavens, while the
Mayas believed that a giant tortoise floating in the
sea similarly supported the world (cf. questions 49,
55).

Chinese steles and Balinese temples are supported
by tortoises; in this way, the Cosmos is made stable.
The embryo is stabilised in the amnios by the emer-
gence and coordination of its four limbs and its
head, thus "becoming" the mythological tortoise.

In human embrology "the primordial and secondary
periods of morphogenesis consist of significant
rearrangements by active displacement of cellular
groups in coordination with each other."

"The long terminal development period is called
definitive morphogenesis. The rough shapes created
during secondary morphogenesis are gradually
transformed into fully-formed organs.”
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Is this where we must look for the tortoise, the sym-
bol of longevity? This hypothesis demands to be
investigated and finalised.

De I'Ancien Monde, 2.86, 8.90, 6.139, note 6.15.
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75 - Why was Apollo born on a floating
island?

Childbirth begins with involuntary contractions of
the muscle of the uterine wall, the myometrium (the
"construction of the Ark™).

These uterine contractions force the amniotic sac
into the cervical canal like a wedge: the foetus and
the membrane are pushed to the bottom of the
uterus, toward its neck (the "navigation of the Ark").
The membranes rupture; the contractions support the
head of the foetus on the neck of the womb; the neck
opens and the infant emerges (the "disembarkation
from the Ark").

The amniochorionic membrane is the Ark, famed in
legends! (cf. questions 3, 9, 57, 58).

When characterised as "floating", a tree, a hill, a
mountain, a coat, a cradle, an island that protects
someone whose life is threatened, a fortiori an ark,
a raft, a whale carrying a life, etc., all represent, in
myths about movement, the navigation of the
amniotic sac as it progresses to the bottom of the
uterus towards the neck of the womb.

Thus, the God Apollo was born on a floating island,
from an amniochorionic membrane that had been
pushed to the bottom of the uterus and towards the
neck of the womb.
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Hera, the betrayed spouse of Zeus, had forbidden
Leto to give birth to her twins, Apollo and Artemis,
on firm ground (in the uterus).

Before birth, the foetus descends into its mother's
pelvis. Leto had to leave firm ground (the bottom of
the uterus) for Delos, an island which was said to
float (the amniotic sac, pushed to the neck of the
womb).

"On arriving on Delos, she immediately brought
Hera into the world, who then helped her to give
birth to Apollo.”

Hera, the betrayed spouse, signifies that the life of
the foetus will no longer develop in the uterus stricto
sensu, the uterus being symbolised by Hera (uterus,
of Hera?), the wife of a great god, but will emerge
from the goddess Leto (the hidden one), who
symbolises the process of childbirth. To be specific,
we find that Leto of Eilithya is the Cretan goddess of
childbirth.

Apollo was born on a floating island because the
infant is born from a membrane that "floats™ in the
uterus.

De I'Ancien Monde, 1.50, 1.54, 1.55.
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Addendum

"Silene...after having crossed the Erythrean Sea dry
shod, and having made the sun and the moon stand
still, as is faithfully recounted in the Orphics."

The infant, at birth (that sea crossed dry shod) makes
the sun stand still (the foetal-placental blood circula-
tion system -cf. Aietes, quest. 63) and also the moon
(the renewal of the amniotic liquid -cf. question 61).

De I'Ancien Monde, 6.110.

1- Voltaire, Aventure Indienne, Romans et Contes, t. I,
La Cité des livres, 1930, page 187.
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The Thruth about Paradise and the Flood

“They talk to us about a flood, physically impossible,
and of which everyone laughs” -Voltaire.

“There is a living creature on earth that has four legs
in the morning, two at noon and three in the evening.
Sole among all livings beings, he can change form,
and the more legs he has the less quickly he moves.”
They say of this enigma that it is infantile, but they
are wrong, because only Oedipus has the key to it.
Pose it to someone that ignores it and you will never
find the answer.

There are other enigmas from Greek antiquity with
obscure meanings.

For instance the legend of Deucalion, king of Phthia,
mythical city of Thessalonica...

Jupiter decides to destroy the humanity of the
Bronze Age through a flood. Prometheus, in the
know about this design, informs his son Deucalion
and recommends that he construct an arch for him-
self and his wife Pyrrha. Jupiter causes floods which
inundate the whole earth. For nine days and nine
nights Deucalion floats over the waters and finally
escapes to the top of Mt. Parnasse. He asks Jupiter to
reproduce man just as he had destroyed it.

The oracle of Themis had prescribed to the couple to
throw behind the bones of their mother by concea-
ling their front, to repopulate the earth, the enigma
which they achieve to “divine”: The stones are the
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bones of the earth, which is the mother of human
beings.

Jupiter orders Deucalion and Pyrrha to throw over
their heads the stones behind them. The stones
thrown by Deucalion become men; those thrown by
Pyrrha, women. Deucalion reigns afterwards in
Thessalonica over restored mankind.

We don't understand this legend, its unravelling, for
its meaning eludes us.

It is thus that I may be permitted to play Oedipus
and to propose another solution to this enigma which
is more satisfactory for our senses.

“To throw behind them the bones of their mother, by
concealing their front, to resettle the earth” may
signify nothing but the newborn baby, who, yet
blind, “throws behind the bones of his mother” by
pushing its feet to exit the maternal womb in order
to “repopulate the earth” in order to be born.

Deucalion and Pyrrha symbolize the adventure of
the fetus, the birth of man.

Deucalion, stemming from “deuo”, meaning to wet,
soak, and “als” meaning sea, since the fetus bathes
in marine water -is he not the king of Phthia (the
Greeks pronounce it “Photia” !), a word akin to
fetus ?

Replace the legend of the flood with the perspective
of a Deucalion, a Noah that is a fetus and not yet
adult, and everything is illuminated: The diluvial
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waters are the memory in the fetus of the flow of the
uterine water which precedes all birth. A very brief
period for the mother. A very long time for the fetus,
for the smaller the one is, the more slowly time
flows: They are days which are like lives.

The flow of water precedes all birth, and one finds a
trace of the myth of the flood in all peoples, in
Greece, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, India, by the Celts,
the Scandinavians, Lithuanians, American Indians,
in Oceania: For all human beings are born in the
same way.

This memory of a formidable deluge is preserved by
all people with the essentials traits of the destruction
of the entire human race through the deliverance of
one family or one sole couple, that is the fetus, saved
from the disaster in a boat and repopulating the earth.

What may be the significance of this systematic
destruction of the human race and of everything that
surrounds the saved?

“I will make disappear all life on earth”: the flow of
uterine waters from the mother's womb constitutes a
cataclysmic change for the fetus: Its entire universe
disappears .

According to legends, “the corrupted earth”, “the
perverted human race”, are the causes of the great
upheaval.

It is known that the fetus is nourished by the liquid
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surrounding it. It is forgotten that it rejects organic
waste, this “corrupted earth”. The accumulation of
urinary and other refuse by “the perverted human
race” in the liquid on which the fetus feeds threatens
it to the point of poisoning it. Even if this liquid
continually renews itself, this system is not viable in
the long run.

The fetus has no other choice but to advance. He has
to be born or die.

The biblical tradition states that “the deluge will not
destroy all life; there will not be another deluge to
destroy the earth”, for humanity is born only once.

“During all the existence of the earth, the seedtime,
the harvests, the cold, the heat, the summer, the
winter, the day and the night shall not stop”: Thus
decrees a life that does not know the fetus but only
born humanity.

“On the same year that | will have attained my full
growth, the deluge will follow”, confirms the fish-
fetus of the Vedas Indians, or the arch of the Flood
“dances like a drunk woman” (and not a drunk man,
which would have been more common).

The Jewish rabbis allege that the water of the flood
was boiling hot; the Arabs explain this fact by
saying that the water first emerged from the oven in
which Eve baked her bread; for the Persians, the
diluvial waters emerged from the oven of an old
woman; the Syrians went so far as to point to the
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profound cavern of a temple consecrated to one of
their goddesses from which would have escaped the
diluvial waters; according to Sumerian and Accadian
mythology, Zisudra, the local Noah, appears to be
rewarded after the deluge of the “eternal breath” of
God (breathing ?) and transferred to the fabulous
domain of Dilmun.

All this is so close to the facts!

One sole family, one sole couple or one sole being
sees itself as being saved from disaster, for in the
vast majority of cases, every newborn is unique.

Like this Noe, in Hebrew Noach, from the root
“nach”, linked to “na”, the root word for new, recent,
where the etymology itself indicates that it is the
newborn. Approaching the feast of the nativity, Noel,
of the Latin word “natalis”, “natal”, of “nasci”
(born), to be born.

The hero of the Indian diluvial legend is called
Manu which becomes the Germanic Mannus, which
is transformed into Minos and Menw, and the
Egyptian Menes, etc. ...: man.

The narration of the deluge describes the memory of
the fetus regarding its birth. There is another myth
proper to uterine life stricto sensu: The legend of
paradise.

God planned at the beginning a paradise of
voluptuousness, where he placed man whom he had

105



formed. The paradise (from the Persian “pairidaeza”,
to protect all around) of the Bible is the delicious
garden (the maternal womb that protects the
surroundings) where God (life), according to
Genesis (the book of creation, of birth), places
Adam and Eve (the symbolic fetus) after their
creation. Adam and Eve are said to be the first
human beings, because there is no human life before
the life of the fetus.

“God made grow from the entire earth kinds of trees
pleasing to the eye and good to eat”: The placenta
villi, “and the tree of life in the middle of the
garden”: The umbilical cord linked to the placenta,
“and the tree of the knowledge of good and bad”:
The conscience of the fetus.

“A flood emerged from Eden to water the garden
and from there it divided to form four arms”: The
amniotic liquid surrounds the four limbs of the fetus.
This flood is called in Hebrew “nahar”, flood,
approaching the Noach, “nach” of the Hebrew
flood.

Regarding the exit from paradise and these secretly
eaten fruits of the tree of the knowledge of good and
bad, undoubtedly it comes from the absorption by
the fetus of the amniotic liquid poisoned by its urine.
The more so since it is the accumulation of sins, of
organic waste in the amniotic liquid that causes the
end of paradise, the deluge.
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“You may eat all the trees in the garden. But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and bad you shall not
eat, for, if you do so, you will become subject to
death.”

The “you shall die” is the knowledge by the fetus of
the phenomenon of poisoned amnion, the evil; that
this phenomenon is linked to that of absorption of
food, of the good, and that the fetus' system of
urinary rejections in the amniotic liquid on which it
feeds itself is not, yet, viable.

Linked. Like the serpent of paradise in the tree of
life, this umbilical cord placenta side that binds to
the fetus side cord, Eve the nourishing mother.

Eve, “havva, haya”, the Hebrew word for life, which
is similar to “yahveh”, God, of life.

Do women not provide nourishment for mankind ?
Does the fetus not go as far as licking the umbilical
cord ?

“You may eat with no fear of death, I am there,”
says the serpent/umbilical cord to the fetus/Adam.
Then God describes the terrestrial life of man --
which is not the most comfortable.

The memory of the umbilical cord, of the serpent, is
also found in some accounts of the deluge, notably
in India where the mythological serpent VVasiki
secures the greeting of the fetus Manu by guiding
him.
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Human beings have preserved their memory of their
life as fetus. The legends of paradise and the flood
relate the memory of man as fetus.

According to Christian theology, which is to say
according to the explanation of the world by the
Christians, man was created as an immortal in the
beginning. He lost this dignity by a fault of the first
man, Adam, against God. He thus entered the world
not only of death but also of sin.

This original sin, would mark all of humanity, which
from then onward would become a sinful race. To
save us, God is to have sent us his son Jesus.

Exit this wrong theology. Exit an original
immortality of man, a fault of the first man, exit a
sinful race stained with original sin, for the
recovered fetal memory removes any foundation for
this error.

“To throw behind the bones of the mother to repopu-
late the earth”:

The significance is childlike is it not ? Just as in the
enigma of the Sphinx ...

April 1999.

Published in The Turkish Daily News, november 26,
2000.

Modified, may 2020.

108



Myths seem to escape reasoning and remain
indecipherable though mysterious.

Myths describe the creation of the world, the actions
of the first humans. Though mysterious, these stories
seem to escape reasoning, and remain indeciphera-
ble. 1t gets more disturbing that they constitute our
foundation, our first memory.

However, based on the recent science that embryo-
ogy is, a new perspective about the foundation
myths show that they are the fetal memory of
embryogenesis. Would it be the case of the
Sinhalese founding myth?

"The origin of the Sinhalese race, like that of any
other ancient race, is partly historical and partly
mythological...Ancient races have sought the most
fantastic origins for themselves. Some have claimed
direct descent from the Creator himself; others from
the Sun or the Moon. We claim a Lion as our ances-
tor, hence ‘Sinha-la’ or Lion Blood...Two adjacent
countries, Vanga and Kalinga (Bengal and Orissa),
were the setting for the birth of the Sinhala race...
"Here is the legend. Suppadevi was the daughter of
the king of VVanga, but a very headstrong daughter.
She ran away from home, and during her wanderings
met ‘Sinha’ and became his wife. A son and a
daughter were born to them...When the son, named
Sinha-bahu, grew up and learnt from his mother that
he had a king for a grandfather, he determined to get
away from the wild, primitive life they were leading,
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and to rescue his mother and sister from a hopeless
form of existence.

"So, one day, while Sinha was out hunting, Sinha-
bahu took his mother and sister... and made his way
back to his grandfather’s capital...Sinha, returning to
find an empty home, was both heartbroken and
furious... as the days passed without his being able
to find them, he get maddened and attacked whom-
soever crossed his path... the king proclaimed by
beat of drum that whosoever should kill Sinha would
be well rewarded... Sinha-bahu... aimed an arrow
from a distance of only a few paces at his unsus-
pecting father and killed him on the spot...
"Sinha-bahu... succeeded to the throne of his
grandfather... His son was Vijaya... Sinha-bahu...
was forced to banish Vijaya. He and seven hundred
of his followers, so the legend says, were put on
boats and set adrift... After being storm-tossed and
sea-buffeted for several weeks, Vijaya and the
majority of his seven hundred reached Mantota on
our north-western coast. The island was then
inhabited by Yakshas and Nagas...Vijaya made a
strong impression on Kuveni, the queen of the
Yakshas, and she befriended him.

"With her help, he and his men attacked and killed
the Yaksha chiefs, and Vijaya made himself king
with Kuveni as his queen."*

"Vijaya... signifies ‘victory’ and might well
symbolize the successful migration of North Indians
to Sri Lanka."?
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According to mythology as a memory of life as a
fetus, Sinha would represent the fetus, ‘our ances-
tor’, and Suppadori, the umbilical cord ‘married’
with the fetus ‘Sinha’. ‘Suppadori, a very headstrong
daughter, who had ran away from home,’ an
umbilical cord who have leaved the uterine wall.
“The son, Sinha-bahu, determined to go away,’
would represent the birth process, the fetus that
leaves the fundus of the uterus what has then
become ‘an empty house’.

‘Sinha-bahu took his mother and sister’, the
membrane around the fetus (‘the mother”) and the
umbilical cord (‘the sister’) - ‘hopeless form of
existence’ at the end of the pregnancy - goes to birth
with the fetus.

‘Sinha... get maddened and attacked whomsoever
crossed his path’ would represent the uterine
contractions that pressure the blood circulation.
‘Sinha-bahu... aimed an arrow and killed his father
on the spot’ would represent to split of the
membrane at birth.

‘Sinha-bahu... was forced to banish Vijaya’, now the
fetus goes out of the womb of the mother, he is
‘banished’; his name was no longer Sinha-bahu, but
Vijaya.

‘He and seven hundreds of his followers’: seven is a
very important number in mythology. In embryo-
logy, when the embryo has reached a composition of
eight cells, seven of the eight cells will produce the
embryonic appendices and the eighth the fetus.
‘After being storm-tossed and sea-buffeted” would
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represent the waterfall of the amniotic liquid at birth,
and the difficult passage for the baby to go out of the
womb. ‘Vijaya and the majority of his seven
hundred reached Mantota on our north-western
coast” would represent the fact that the baby and his
umbilical cord have landed in the area outside the
womb.

‘Vijaya... killed the Yaksha chiefs and Vijaya made
himself king and Kuveni his queen’ would represent
the neo-natal stage: the placental circulatory system
is disconnected (‘the Yaksha chiefs’ have disappear-
red) and the organism is assured of autonomous
survival.

The story of the successful migration of North
Indians to Sri Lanka has been described uncons-
ciously as the successful migration of the fetus that
goes to birth.

According to this legend, we can consider each
newborn baby from each Sinhalese woman as a
‘victorious lion’, a ‘Sinha Vijaya’.

The world is full of similar legends because life as a
fetus is nearly the same everywhere.

To read mythologies - the most ancient stories of
humanity - as a memory of life as a fetus - our most
ancient story - make them understandable.

1 -J. Vijayatunga, Island Story, A Visidunu Publication,
1949, pp. 136-140.

2 - C. R. De Silva, Sri Lanka: a history, Vikas publishing
house, 1987, p. 19.

Published in The Sunday Island, Colombo, Sri Lanka,
January 13, 2019, page 15.
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Dear Mr Dor,

This refers to your article in Sunday Island, Jan.13th
instance on the legend about origin of Sinhalese race.
This was a fascinating creative write up connecting
myths and modern embryology. | was interested in
the subject having lived in Bengal [Vanga] and
wrote an article regarding similarities between the
two languages and customs.

The migration story is possibly real since the people
of Bengal too are aware about the departure of king
Vijaya and the connection between the two people.
This is despite their separation by two interposing
Dravidian Indian states of Tamil Nadu and Andra
Pradesh.

If you wish to dwell deeper | would suggest a study
on king Ravana of Lanka in the Hindu Chronical
Ramayana with a history of ~5000 years.

Kind regards!

W. Pathirana.
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Dear Mr Pathirana,

"The migration story is possibly real” : sure.
In embryology, there is three migrations:

A - 24 hours after the fertilization, the migration of
the first cell -whose divides in many cells- from its
birthplace to the uterine wall through the uterine
horn.

B - The embryo leaves the uterine wall to float in the
amniotic liquid. Then, only the umbilical cord
connects him to his mother.

C - Just before birth, the migration of the fetus from
the bottom of the uterus to the vaginal orifice.

Mankind has preserved unconsciously the memory
of these migrations in many legends.

For instance, about the migration A, we can see a
unconscious memory of it in the legend of the
hebrew tribe (the embryo) as nomadic (the migrat-
ion) going to the promised land (the uterine wall full
of food, “the land flowing with milk and honey").
The Greeks (the legend of Zeus who escapes Cronos
by going to Creta), and others people, have
preserved a memory of this migration A.

- The migration of the Sinhalese race seems to be of
the C type.
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Yes, historically, there is a migration real of the
Sinha people from Bengal to Ceylan. But this real
story is remembered and told through the
unconscious memory of the birth of the fetus.
Bengal is an overcrowded country since centuries.
Then some tribes have to leave it to make their life.
Uterus of the pregnant woman is overcrowded the
last month of the pregnancy: the fetus has no more
room to live : he has to go to make his life.

Why does the humans relate historical fact (the
migration from Bengal of the the Sinhalese race to
Ceylan) through the unconscious memory of life as a
fetus (here, the migration from the overcrowded
bottom of the uterus to birth) ?

Life is very difficult for the human born. Very
difficult to find water, food, to protect himself
against the wild animals, the weather, the winds, the
sun, the hot, the cold, the rains, etc... But mankind
has preserved unconsciously a memory of its life as
a fetus, a paradise first, then difficulties just before
the birth (for instance an overcrowded uterus) then a
freedom of that has become a "jail"” thanks to the
birth. And because life on earth is very difficult,
beacuse before he has knew a "paradise” (life as a
fetus, the first months), or a "end of the problems”
(the birth), he will mentally repeat unconsciously
this structure to put an "end of the problems" (for
instance the overcrowded Bengal, problem resolved
by the "birth", the migration of the fetus to birth).
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Tell unconsciously the migration of the Sinhalese
from Bengal to Ceylan from the memory of the
migration of the fetus from the bottom of the uterus
to the birth, will ensure a victorious migration to the
Sinhalese because the newborn baby has been
victorious in his own migration.

The psychical structure of life as a fetus still
structures the "traditional societies”, and this
psychical structure is very strong.

Best regards,

Francois Dor
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